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MAINTENANCE MAN
OF THE MONTH

Master Sergeant Steven Kropelnicki of the
354th Toctical Fighter Wing, Myrle Beach Air
Force Bose, South Coroling, hos been selected
us the Tocticel Air Commond Mointewance Mon
of the Manth for his outstonding performonce os o
quality control inspector. Becouse of his ex-
tensive experience ond onalytical ability,
Sergeont Kropelnicki hos been used as a trouble-
shooter and special inspector for oireraft unusual
pecurrences The foct ther he iz qualified as
both sircroft ond engine mechonic mokes him
extremely voluoble to the maintenance complex

Sergeont Kropelnicki recently identified o
dongerous condition which could have resulted in
one or more serious mishops. When he heard thot
garo repair could not hend some oluminum tubing,
he recalled that in 1961 o quontity of tubing hod
been condemned becouse |t weas too wenk ond
brittle te be formed. Further investigotion re-
veoled thot some of this defective stock hod
besn re-issued from o hold stotuz As o result of
Sergeant Kropelnicki's elery mamary, the prime
AMA kas now removed oll this substandard
tubing from stock ond has instructed aoll Air
Foree units, world-wide, to do the same. Sergeont
Kropelnicki hos certoinly demonstrated thase
quolities found in o model maimenonce maon,

PILOT
OF DISTINCTION

Coptain Robert G. Moore of the 4520th Aerigl
Demanstrotion Squadron, Nellis Air Force Base,
Nevado hos been selecied os the Tucticel Air
Command Pilot of Distinction.

Coptain  Moors wos procticing solo demaon.
strotion low oltitude ccrobatics. As he mlled his
F-100C upright ofter completing @ minimum @i
tude inverted gass, the circraft nosed dowm
obroptly. By opplying extreme bock pressure and
full nose-up Irim, he ovoided contact with the
ground ond initicted @ climb He noticed that
hydroulic pressures were normal and that he
could move the stick forwerd, A) sltitude,
Coptoin Moore experimented to determine flight
characteristics of the oircraft ond found thot by
using both hands on the contrgl stick, he could
maintain contral down ta 160 knots. He decided
to attemp! o londing and set vp o long finel ap-
prooch using power te moke piich chonges, The
aircroft touched down at 165 knots with foll aft
stick and nose-up trim. Coptoin Moore desloyed
the drag chute and stopped the aircraft without
further incident, Investigntors found o small
pulley lodged between o Hight conirel coble and
pulley brocket. They could not derermine the
origin of the pulley, but ossumed thot it had
been secreted within the airframe for some time
becouse the control system had never been re.
E:Lu-d at Nellis AFB. The pulley apparenily

ome lodged in the control system during the
inverted flight
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